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Abstract

Cases of Overseas Confederations and Their Implications for the Korean Peninsula

[I-Gi Kim
Jae-Byung Chae
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This report analyzes the overseas confederations’ cases and presents what we should
consider in forming the Korean Commonwealth in the future. The overseas confederations’
cases include the United States, the European Union, and the Sweden-Norway Union. The
United States is a case of moving toward a single country. Sweden-Norway is a bilateral
integration case, and the European Union is a representative case of existing confederations.
The implications and policy considerations for forming the Korean Commonwealth derived
from these cases are as follows. First, it is necessary to build trust between the two Koreas
and create common goals and interests for the Korean Commonwealth. Second, to secure
a stable and sustainable Korean Commonwealth, transnational organizations with practical
authority should be established. Third, South and North Korea should prepare numerous
agreements and implementation institutions through various consultative bodies. Lastly,
social, cultural, and political integration should be promoted in parallel, focusing on economic

integration.

Keywords: Korean Commonwealth, confederation of states, federal state, Korean National Community Unification
Formula, Korean Peninsula
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