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Abstract

North Korea’s Shifts in Statements toward South Korea
during the Kim Jong—un Era and Their Strategic Implications

LIM, Sujin
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This report conducted a sentiment analysis of North Korean statements regarding South
Korea issued from December 2011, when Kim Jong-un came to power, through the
present (July 2026), and cross—analyzed changes in the tone of these statements during
major policy transition periods. Through this analysis, the report examined whether North
Korean statements serve as early indicators of changes in relations or as indicators of
reactions to such changes. As for major phases of change, while positive tones increased
during the 2018-2019 dialogue phase, negative tones began to expand in earnest starting
in 2022, reaching their peak intensity in 2024. However, first, it was difficult to conclude
that the intensity of negativity in 2024 had intensified across the board compared to the
hardline phase toward South Korea during the early years of Kim Jong-un’s rule (2011-
2012); second, even amid the recent persistence of hostile discourse, limited measures to
ease tensions have emerged, revealing an asymmetry between discourse and actual
behavior. Taking these results together, it can be said that while North Korea’s discourse
toward the South shows a certain correlation with inter-Korean relations, the patterns of
change differ depending on whether the tone is positive or negative. While negative
discourse was presented in a manner that sustained and reinforced a hostile stance, the
expansion of positive discourse or the softening of negative tones tended to be observed
in advance of certain phases of improved relations. This suggests that North Korea's
discourse toward the South has the potential to serve as a meaningful indicator of inter-

Korean relations or policy changes, and it demonstrates the need to develop more detailed



observation metrics in the future by incorporating discourse frequency, the source of the

discourse, and policy changes, in addition to sentiment scores.
Keywords: North Korean discourse toward South Korea, Korean Central News Agency,

sentiment analysis, Hostile Two-state theory, inter—Korean relations, text-

mining
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