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Abstract

The Decade of Kim Jong-un’s Era:

Composition and Changes of the ‘Party Central Guidance Agency’

Kim, In-Tae

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

The 8th Party Congress of the Workers' Party of North Korea in this year was held at the
time when the 10 years of the Kim Jong-un era ended and the 20 years were ahead. North
Korea gave it a great political significance as it was held during “the new climax of the Korean
revolution, a period of majestic change.” Through the conference, the monolithic leadership
system centered on Kim Jong-un and the foundation of power were further strengthened.
The newly formed 8th Party Central Guidance Agency will assume all party and national
responsibilities and roles until 2025. The Party Central Guidance Agency and the core
power group, which consists of about 250 people, guarantees Kim Jong-un’s monolithic
leadership system with an institutionalized leadership system. Moreover, he promotes the
socialist construction while strengthening his control power over the party, the country, and
the entire society. The Party Central Guidance Agency, which encompasses the core elites
of the party, government, and military, and its subordinate party leadership organizations,

the higher-level organizations such as the Politburo, Military Commission, and Secretariat,
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Abstract

exercise the core governance functions that maintains and moves North Korea. Under the
unfavorable situation described as “an era of turmoil,” North Korea is pursuing a “head-on
breakthrough” to overcome hardships with the party-centered system and policy structure.
While concentrating its capabilities on the implementation of the new Five-year Plan, North
Korea puts the security of the people’s livelihood as the top priority of the Worker’s Party.
This strategic report examines the Party Central Guidance Agency with an emphasis on
evaluating the political system, power structure, and policy-making system that are centered
on the Worker’s Party of North Korea in the decade of the Kim Jong-un’s era. The report
presents the implications from Kim Jong-un’s governance system and the direction of power

stabilization focusing on the composition and changes of the party.

Keywords: Monolithic system, Worker’s Party, Party Central Committee, Politburo, Worker's Party Bylaws
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